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-Brief history of tree appraisal

-Tools for appraisal and factors in plant appraisal

-Trunk Formula / Cost of Cure / Cost of Repair  & other      

formulae

-Report documentation

-Case studies
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ÅHistory of Tree Appraisal
муллΩǎ ǘƻ нллл

Europeans began assessing and assigning a monetary value to their 
ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ муллΩǎΦ

University of Michigan assigned a value of $5 plus compound 
interest @ 5%  over a 25 year period.

The formula was improved with assistance of the National Shade 
Tree Conference and of the National Arborist Association.

Land values removed from the formula. The Location rating was 
added. The Basic Value was established @ $5/inch2 or $0.78cm2. 
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Dr. Stone from U of Massachusetts and Dr. Felt from Barlett Tree 
Research Laboratories developed the first valuation format. 
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ÅHistory of Tree Appraisal
муллΩǎ ǘƻ нллл 

A Guide to the Professional Evaluation of Landscape Trees, Specimen 
Shrubs and Evergreens 4th edition was written by the ISA, AAN, ASCA, 
NAA and National Shade Tree Conference. 

Council of Tree & Landscape Appraisers (CTLA)  was developed & 
included ISA, AAN, ASCA, NAA, NSTC, ALCA 

Field report Guide for Trunk Formula  developed.

Cost of Cure Field Report Form developed. 

CTLA added 2 more associations to their council. Association of 
Consulting Foresters &American Society of Landscape Architects. 
9th edition published in 2000.

1975

1979

1997-2000

1979-1992

1995

The CTLA wrote 3 more editions. The 8th edition renamed the 
publication to Guide for Plant Appraisaland included a workbook.
Basic value was now at $27/inch2 or $4.19/cm2. 
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Replacement 
Method

Trunk Formula

Compounded 
Replacement Cost 
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Cost of CureCost of Repair

Crop Value

Timber Value

Market Value

Cost Approach

Income Approach

Market Approach
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5 factors to assess on the tree. 

Roots / Trunk / Scaffold branches

Smaller branches & twigs / Foliage or buds

Scoring System:

5: no problem

4: no apparent problem

3: minor problems

2: major problems

1: extreme problems

ÅConducting an appraisal in the field 
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Site rating : Quality, Design, 

Appearance & Intensity

Contribution rating: Function, 

Aesthetics and Benefits

Placement  rating : is how effective 

the tree provides the functions & 

the aesthetic attributes
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ÅConducting an appraisal in the field 

Tools: 

ÅDBH tape

ÅClinometer

ÅBinoculars

ÅNotebook

ÅCamera

Identify the tree species. Take a photo. Take a sample. 

Measure the diameter @ 1.4 meters from ground 
level using a diameter tape. 

Assess the health of the tree.

Assess the Site / Contribution / Placement factors to 
determine the Location rating. 
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